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summary 



1. <C> PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ HAS BEEN INVITED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A SEPTEMBER 17-18 "WAHI HERALD" CONFERENCE, THIS 
INVITATION HAS BEEN HADE PUBLIC. AN0 LOCAL HEOIA'HAVE REPORTEB THAT 
CHAVEZ VILl BE GIVEN A VISA. « A "SPECIAL PERMISSION, ' TO ENTER 
THE U.S. TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE. IN RESPONSE TO (NOTIONS FHOft 
THE Ittth HE HAVE NBTED MAT CHAVEZ IS IKELICIBLE FOR A VISA AND 
THAT THIS CONDITION HAS N0T CRANGEB. IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES FROM 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHAVEZ CAMPAIGN. MHO NAVE ASKED ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF OBTAINING A VISA TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE. « HAVE J 
SA1B THAT THE U.S. POSITION IS DEFINED BY LAV. THAT THIS POSITION 
HAS REAFFIRMED BY TNE SECRETARY, AND THAT THIS POSITION STILL 
HOLDS. END SUMMARY 



CHAVEZ INVITEO TO PARTICIPATE IN HI AMI NE«ALB SEHIHAR 

2. (CI HUGO CHAVEZ HAS BEEN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SEPTEMBER 17-18 MIAMI HERALD CONFERENCE ON THE AMERICAS. ACCORDING 
TO CARLOS TINOCDi AN INFLUENTIAL MEMBER OF THE CHAVEZ CAMP. TINflCO 
TOLD US AUGUST 24 THAT MIAMI HERALD REPRESENTATIVES SAVE CONTACTED 
CHAVEZ AND HAVE RE GUESTED CONFIRMATION OF HIS ATTENDANCE AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. POST'S INFORM ION OFFICER CONFIRMEO VITH THE NIMH : 
HERALO THAT CHAVEZ HAD BEEH IHVITEB TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE. 
ACCOWNQ TO IRE NIMH HEUALOi CHAVEl KAS ACCEPTED THE INVITATION. 
THE CONFERENCE IS ENTITLEB "SHAPING BUSINESS ANB POLICY FOR THE NEW 

MILLENIUM, " 

3. (0 LOCAL MEDIA HAVE REPORTEP THE INVITATIOH. ARTICLES 
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APPEARED IN THE AUGUST 24 NEWSPAPER "El UNIVERSAL" AND IH THE 
AUGUST 25 NEWSPAPER "El NACIONAL." "EL UNIVERSAL" REPORTED THAT 
CHAVE1 WUft RECEIVE A VISA TO AJTf.NO t«E TW-OAY CONFERENCE. 
BOTH NEVSPAPERS ASSERTED THAT THE U.S. WULO CRANf A VISA OR 
'SPECIAL PERMISSION. " THIS INFBRHATiOH HAS BEEN PICKED UP AW) 
REPORTED BY RADIO AND TEIEVISIBN NETVORKS. 
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CHAVEZ INELIGIBLE FOR A VISA 
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APRIL OF THIS YEAR. THEN ASSISTANT SECAETARY OAVID0V. DURING A 
PRESS CONFERENCE IH HASHING TON. PUBLICLY STATED THAT CHAVEZ IS 
INELIGIBLE FOR A VISA. THIS POSITION HAS REAFFIRMED 8Y THE 
SECRETARY DURING A JUNE 2 PRESS CONFERENCE IN CARACAS AT THE BAS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 



RESPOND) MG TO INQUIRIES 



^. K) V£ <m RESPOWER TO PRESS ItWHSlES REGARDING THE tUMI 

HERALD INVITATI0N BY STATING THAT CHAVEZ IS INELIGIBLE FOR A VISA 
UNDER U.S. LAV ANB THAT THIS CONDITION HAS NOT CHANGED. HE HAVE 
NBTED THAF. 0FHER THAN A VISA. NO "SPECIAL PERMISSION" EXISTS 0Y 
IMICH HUGO CHAVEZ COULD ENTER THE U.S. (SEE PRESS GUIDANCE IN PARA 

71. 

6. CI IH RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES FROM THE .CHAVEZ CAMP. HE HAVE 
REITERATED THAT THE U.S. POSITION IS DETERMINES BY LAV. THAT THE 
SECRETARY HAS REAFFIRMED THAT POSITION. AND THAT FH1S POSITION 
STILL HOLDS. 



EMBASSY PRESS GUIDANCE 



7. Q.: HILL CHAVEZ BE GRANTED A VISA IB VISIT 7HE U.S. IN 
SEPFEMBER? 

A.: THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS STATED PUBLICLY TNAT NR. CHAVEZ IS 
INELIGIBLE FOR 4 VISA. VE HAVE NOTHING TO ABD T0 THAT EXCEPT TO 
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SAY TUT OUR POSITION HAS NOT CHANGED, 

- BEYOND THAT. I CAHNOT DISCUSS SPECIFIC BETA! IS OF VISA CASES. 

A.: HAS CHAVEZ BEEN INVITED BY THE MIAMI HERALD TO ATTEND A 
CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 18-13 IN MIAMI? 

ft.: YOU SHOULD CHECK VITH THE HERALD. 

«.: "El HACIOHAL- SUGGESTS THAT. INSTEAD OF RECEIVING A VISA. 
CHAVEZ COULD DE GIVEN SOKE SORT OF COHBITIONAL OR SPECIAL 
PERMISSION TO ENTER TIE U.S. IS THAI TRUE? 

A.: NO. MR. CHAVEZ VOULD NEED A VISA TD ENTER THE U.S. 

0.: "El NACIONAL" REPOBTS THAI CHAVEZ HILL MEET VITH A 
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REPRESENTATIVE Of THE USG TOMORROW TO DE1ERNINE A DATE ON MUCH 
CHAVEZ CAN PICK UP THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION. IS THAT TRUE? 

A.: NO. 

MASON 



^MEDIATE 



